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Preamble 

The Workshop on Access to Medical Training in Europe (WAMTE) took place in 

Granada-Spain from the 16th to the 20th of July 2012. It united 13 medical students from 7 

European countries. Its focus was on the debate and spreading of the current problems in 

the structure of the residency and its influence on the free mobility within the European 

Union. The workshop comprised lectures from medical education experts, presentations 

from the different countries and small working groups. 

Medical training in Europe is framed by the Directive 2005/36/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council which regulates the recognition of professional 

qualifications in the member states. The annex V.1 of this Directive deals with 

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions related to 

Doctors in Medicine. 

This Directive will be actualized in a near future. At the moment there is a huge 

discussion about this actualization by all European bodies related to this Directive 

including the organizations related to Medical Education. 

One of the proposals of this workshop was the creation of one guide that can help 

medical students and young doctors to easily understand the system of another country 

without spending hours of search to discover basic information. 

As members of this workshop, we worked on the first version of this guide, to serve as 

an example, expecting to explain even more countries in a recent future. The countries 

available in this guide are: 

● Belgium 

● France 

● Portugal 

● The Netherlands 

● Turkey 

We recommend that you to check all the information in the references. 

We hope this guide can be useful for you and you are always welcomed to give some 

suggestions to improve this guide. 
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Description of the Guide 

This guide is divided in five Chapters (which one explains the system of each 

country). 

Each chapter is organized in five main points: 

○ Summary 

Obtain all the basic information about how the structure of basic and 

specialized medical training and how you can access a residency in another 

country. 

○ Basic Medical Training 

Explains the structure and the access (status under the Bologna process, 

basic and clinical medical teaching years, tuition fees, etc.). 

○ Access to Specialized Medical Training 

How the selection is made and who is the institution responsible for 

planning the access.  

○ Structure of Specialized Medical Training 

Explanation about the organization of the Specialized Medical Training and 

who makes the planning of this type of medical training. 

○ Acknowledgment of Medical Training in Europe  

How your diploma can be recognized and how is the Institution responsible 

for that recognition. 

At the end are the Comparison Tables, where you can compare each the system 

of each country in a fast and simple way. 

Vocabulary 

● Basic Medical Training: Training in Medical School 

● Specialized Medical Training: Training received after the medical school 

● Medical Education: All the education that medical students, trainee specialists 

and doctors receive in their field of practice. 

● Trainee Specialist: Student which is in the Specialized Training 

● GP: General Practitioner defined by the directive, not a specialty. The specialty is 

defined as Family and Community medicine 

● Foundation training: Initial mandatory period of the specialized medical training 

with a formation programme common to all or a group of specialties 

● Internship: Period of basic medical training with clinical rotation and no regular 

lectures 

● Tutor: one person guiding you throughout the specialized medical training 
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CHAPTER 1: BELGIUM 

I. Summary 

1. Chart: 
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2. Summarized Information: 

1. Recognition of foreign medical title 

Send all the documents to: 

Federal Public Service of Public Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment 

Department of International Mobility of Health Practitioners 

Victor Hortaplein 40 (bus 10) - Bureau 02D283 

1060 Brussels 

Tel.: +32 2 524.99.00 

Fax: +32 2. 524.98.15 

E-mail: contactcenter@eranova.fgov.be 

Web: http://www.health.fgov.be 

2. Registration by the Order of Doctors: http://www.ordomedic.be 

You have to register in that region were you will work as a doctor, not in the region 

where you will live. 

3. Language exam: In Wallonia: French language exam, in Flanders there is no official 

language exam, but speaking Dutch is one of the criteria to get accepted for a specialty 

or GP training. 

4. Apply for a specialization in the university you want. Timing for this differs per 

university, so contact the universities early enough to get more information!! (At least 

one year before you want to start the residency) 

Flanders (Dutch speaking): 

● Ghent University: internationalisation.ge@ugent.be 

● Catholic University Leuven: www.kuleuven.be/international 

● University of Antwerp: international@ua.ac.be, www.ua.ac.be/international 

Coordinator Internationalization Faculty of Medicine: Tina De Roeck, 

tina.deroeck@ua.ac.be 

● Free University of Brussels (VUB) : info@vub.ac.be 
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Wallonia (French speaking): 

● University of Liege: http://www.ulg.ac.be/cms/j_5142/etudiant-international 

● Catholic University Louvain: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-

students/international-students 

● Free University of Brussels (ULB): www.ulb.ac.be/international 

● University of Namur (FUNDP): laurence.vieslet@fundp.ac.be 

 

 

5. The selection criteria for specialties are different in every university, but mostly the 

procedure exists of an internship of 2 to 3 months (your motivation is very important), 

combined with an interview, presentation of case reports, scientific work, sometimes an 

exam. The importance of grades depends on the specialty, but is often very important. 

There are limited places per specialty and faculty. 

Also for GP the selection criteria differ per university. 

 

II. Basic Medical Training 

1. Access 

● Flanders (Dutch Speaking): Central entrance exam (basic sciences, emotional test 

and reading texts). There is no official Dutch language test, but the entrance exam 

is in Dutch. 

● Wallonia (French Speaking): Everyone can enter the first year. Selection after the 

first semester (exams in January about basic sciences). Based on your grades there 

are 3 options. 

1.    You can continue your basic medical training. 

2.    You have to stop your basic medical training. 

3.    You have to follow a special program. If you pass the exams of this 

program you can continue your basic medical training. 

Starting from 2013, students have to do a not binding suitability test before they 

start their basic medical training. 

Students who didn’t had their high school education in French, have to do a 

French language exam. 
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2. Structure 

 

● Basic Medical Education under the Bologna Process 

○ 6 years (3 Years for a Bachelor’s degree + 3 Years for a Master’s degree) 

● Integrated Master Degree. 

○ Bachelor degree after finishing all the classes of the first 3 years. Finishing 

every class of the first 3 years it is not mandatory to access the master (last 

3 years), and you can change to another master degree related to medical 

sciences after getting the bachelor degree. 

● Internship in the 5th and 6th year. 

● Cost of Education 

○ Tuition fees: €600 (Flanders) to €800 (Wallonia) 

○ With social support in transports, meals, housing, etc. 

 

 

III. Access to Specialized Medical Training 

1. Selection 

 

● Local selection for specialists. There are different criteria for every faculty and 

every specialty. The selection takes place in the 6th year of basic medical training. 

The procedure exists of an internship of 2 to 3 months (your motivation is very 

important), combined with an interview, presentation of case reports, scientific 

work, sometimes an exam, ... The importance of grades depends on the specialty, 

but is often very important. There are limited places per specialty and faculty. The 

amount of places is decided by the Ministry of Health.  (numerus clausus). 

● Also for GP the selection criteria differ per university. 

● In Wallonia you have to pass a French language exam. In Flanders there is no 

official language exam, but speaking Dutch is one of the criteria to get accepted 

for a specialty or GP training. 

2. Planning 

● The Institution responsible for the access is the University. 

● Not every medical student gets a specialization spot. 

● Belgium doesn’t have a specific structure that helps the foreign basic medical 

training doctors to enter in the specialized medical training in Belgium.  
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IV. Structure of Specialized Medical Training 

1. Structure 

● GP: 3 years of specialization. The trainee works in a hospital or a primary health 

care practice. In Flanders the trainee is obliged to follow a Master in Primary 

Health Care. In Wallonia there is no master, but the trainees have exams during 

the training. 

● The other specializations take 4 to 6 years. The trainee works as an assistant-

doctor is a hospital under supervision of a tutor. In Flanders the trainee is obliged 

to follow a Master in Specialized Medicine. In Wallonia there is no master, but the 

trainees have exams during the training. 

● The specialist title is recognized by the Ministry of Health. There is no special 

exam. 

 

2. Planning 

 

● The training program is designed by the trainee and the department of the faculty, 

so the resident can work in hospitals which are associated with the university 

departments. The resident has to hand in a traineeship plan at the Ministry of 

Health. They have to approve the plan. 

● International mobility is possible during specialized medical training if there is an 

agreement between the sender and the receiver institution. The trainee is 

responsible for searching and arranges the mobility. In some specialties it’s 

obliged to do a part of the training abroad. In that case the university helps 

arranging everything. 

● Specialized Medical Training can be combined with a PhD at the same time. 

 

3. Financial Aspects 

● Tuition Fees: 

○ Flanders: € 64,90 + (number of study points x € 4,50) for the Master every 

year. 

○ Wallonia: no tuition fee 

● Salary: approximately €3250/month (gross) 

● A Specialist trainee can choose to work 48h or 60h/week (shifts included). 
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V. Acknowledgment of Medical Training in Europe 

● Registration and Recognition of the Basic Medical Training Diploma by the 

Ministry of Health and registration by the order of Doctors. 

● The Ministry of Health is responsible for issuing the Specialist’s title. 

● Automatic recognition in the European Union  for the Belgian specialties under the 

Directive 2005/36/EC 
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CHAPTER 2: FRANCE 

I. Summary 

1. Chart: 

 

 

 
 

 



Workshop on Access to 

      Medical Training in Europe 
  

Page 11 of 29 

2. Summarized Information: 

 

For Medical students from European Union (Only at the end of their 6th Year)  

- Register to National Exam for Ranking (ECN) filling the form accessible on the website 

of National Center of Management, in charge of the organisation of the ECN 

(http://www.cng.sante.fr/IMG/pdf/formulaire_inscription_ecn.pdf) 

- Send the form before 31th of March of the year of the exam, with all necessary 

attachments (ID card copy, a certificate to attest the student is ending his 6th year written 

in French or with a translation 

- Examination at the end of May  

- Send diploma of end of second cycle of medical education before 11th of July 

- Participation to National Procedure of choice in September to choose a specialty and a 

city/faculty  

- Start of the residency after the 1st of November  

More information on the website of the National Centre of Management (www.cng.sante.fr) 

(French website)  

You can contact resident's associations: www.isnar-img.com (GP Residents) / 

www.isnih.com (Other residents)  

 

For Medical Doctors from European Union  

- Only registration to the French National Order of Medical Doctors to have the right to 

practice.  

-More information on the CNOM website http://www.conseil-

national.medecin.fr/article/vade-mecum-d-exercice-liberal-393 (French website)  

 

II. Basic Medical Training 

1. Access 

● Access after attainment of the A-levels (Diploma of High School).  

● First year common at several health studies (Medicine, Pharmacy, Maieutics, 

Dental) 

● Local competitions in all faculties at the end of the first year to permit access to 

the second year  

○ Numerus Clausus: 7500 places (2012) 

● Possibilities to access to medical education in the 2nd Year (for others medical 

professions and Bachelor-levels) or in the 3rd year (for Master-levels, engineers, 

Pharmacists, Dentists, Midwives, Veterinary)  
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2. Structure 

● Basic Medical Education is organized in two cycles but not following exactly the 

Bologna Process.  

○ 1st cycle in 3 years with only theory. At the end, students obtain a diploma 

with Licence degree.  

○ 2nd Cycle in 3 years, with the Internship. Students go to the hospital every 

morning and they are paid.  

● Cost of Education 

○ Tuition fees - 187€/y for 1st Cycle and 250€/y for 2nd Cycle  

○ With social supports with scholarships, university restaurants and 

habitations...  

 

III. Access to Specialized Medical Training 

1. Selection 

● National Exam for Ranking (ECN) which is compulsory to follow medical training. 

This exam is based on a national program with 345 items, decided by national 

colleges of medical teachers in each discipline.  

● Ranking to access on the Speciality is based on the score of National Exam - the 

one’s with highest score chooses first from the available placements list. When 

students choose, they have to choose a specialty and a city. The National 

Procedure of Choice is in September.  

● Non-French students of EU, who are in their 6th year, can take the national exam, 

without any language justification.  

2. Planning 

● There are two institutions responsible of the access to medical training  

○ Ministry of Health, which is in charge of organisation of the national exam 

and the repartition of the residents’ places in the country 

○ Ministry of Higher Education and Research, which is in charge of the 

program of the national exam and of the redaction of the subjects  

● Each student can take the exam twice only in his life.  

● All students have a resident’s place after the exam.  
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IV. Structure of Specialized Medical Training 

1. Structure 

● After National Exam, students choose a resident place and they start their 

residency the 1st of November.  

● Residency lasts from 3 to 5 years, according to specialties. 

● At the end, residents obtain the Diploma Specialized Studies in their specialties, 

and they have to do a thesis of medicine sciences to have the right to practice.   

2. Planning 

● The trainee specialists’ curriculum is made by the Ministry of Health and the 

Ministry of Higher Education and Research.  

● The trainee specialists’ have to do research during the specialized training, to 

present a thesis of Medicine Sciences at the end of this.  

● The trainee can do mobility in the other country with an agreement between the 

sender and the receiver institution. The trainee is responsible for searching and 

arrange the mobility. He has to be careful with the model of his specialty with 

compulsory trainings. GP Residents can use the Hippokrates Program.  

3. Financial Aspects 

● Tuition Fees : 370€/y to the University  

● The salary can go from 1300€/Month in the 1st year of Residency to more than 

3000€/Month from the 3rd year to the end of Residency 

● A specialty trainee has to work 11 half day of 3:30h in a week.    

 

V. Acknowledgment of Medical Training in Europe  

 

● Recognition of Basic medical education by Universities to permit the access to the 

French Medical Training.  

● Universities, by acreditation by the government, are responsible for issuing the 

Specialist Diploma and for validation of the Thesis.  

● Automatic recognition in the European Union for the French specialties under the 

Directive 2005/36/EC. Foreign doctors just have to take an inscription to the order 

of Medical doctors.  
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CHAPTER 3: PORTUGAL 

I. Summary 

1. Chart: 
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2. Summarized Information: 

 

1. Registration and Recognition of the Basic Medical Training Diploma by the 

Portuguese Medical Association (Ordem dos Médicos) (Before Applying for the 

Language and National Exam - There is no deadline, but it's recommended to do it 1 

month before the language exam - Headquarters of the Portuguese Medical Association) 

- Porto, Lisbon or Coimbra - By Mail or in Person) 

2. Registration on the language exam (Between 1st-30th September Year 1) - 

(Headquarters of the Portuguese Medical Association - Porto, Lisbon or Coimbra) 

Information about the language exam (2011) - Portuguese: http://www.acss.min-

saude.pt/Portals/0/Aviso%20n.%C2%BA%2016697-2011.pdf 

3. Registration on the National Exam (1st-30th September Year 1) 

Rules: http://www.acss.min-saude.pt/Portals/0/Aviso%20n.%C2%BA%2016809-2010.pdf 

(example of 2011 in Portuguese) 

4. Do the language exam (October Year 1) - Same place as the registration 

5. Do the National Exam (November Year 1) - Only in Portugal 

6. Choose a local for the foundation year (December Year 1) - Based on the grades of 

your basic medical education diploma 

7. Start Foundation Year (January Year 2) 

8. Choose Speciality (November - December Year 2) - Only depends on the score of the 

National Exam 

9.  Start Residency in a Speciality (January Year 3) 

- Website (in Portuguese): http://www.acss.min-

saude.pt/DepartamentoseUnidades/DepartamentoGest%C3%A3oePlaneamentoRH/Inter

natosM%C3%A9dicos/tabid/486/language/pt-PT/Default.aspx 

- Regulation of Medical Residency - Regulamento do Internato Médico 

(Portuguese): http://dre.pt/pdf1sdip/2011/06/12000/0375103772.pdf 

 

 



Workshop on Access to 

      Medical Training in Europe 
  

Page 16 of 29 

- Information about the available placements for a speciality:  

Website:  

http://www.acss.min-

saude.pt/DepartamentoseUnidades/DepartamentoGest%C3%A3oePlaneamentoRH/Inter

natosM%C3%A9dicos/tabid/486/language/pt-PT/Default.aspx 

Placements available (2011): http://www.acss.min-

saude.pt/Portals/0/mapa_vagas_2010%20-%20A_17_11_2010.pdf 

- For more information contact the the Portuguese Medical Association 

(omcne@omcne.pt) or the Ministry of Health (geral@acss.min-saude.pt) 

 

II. Basic Medical Training 

1. Access 

● General Access (Highest Score) 

○ Final Exams after the 12th year (Biology and Geology; Chemistry and Physics 

and Mathematics) - 50% 

○ Grades (Medium of the grades of all classes between the 10th - 12th year) 

50% 

● Numerus Clausus 

○ 2420 places (2011) 

2. Structure 

● Basic Medical Education under the Bologna Process 

○  6 years (3 Years for Bachelor + 3 Years of Master) 

● Integrated Master Degree.  

○ Bachelor degree after finishing all the classes of the first 3 years. Finishing 

every class of the first 3 years it is not mandatory in all Portuguese faculties 

to access the master (last 3 years), and you can change to another master 

degree related to medical sciences after getting the bachelor degree. 

● Internship in the 6th Year in all medical faculties 

● Cost of Education 

○ Tuition fees - 950€ - 1000€ 

○ With social support in transports, meals, etc. 
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III. Access to Specialized Medical Training 

1. Selection 

● National Exam to the access for the speciality, based only on the Harrison’s 

Principles of Internal Medicine - Multiple choice exam with 100 questions (correct 

choice 1 point, wrong choice 0 points), without images. 

● Ranking to access on the Speciality is based on the score of National Exam - the 

one’s with highest score chooses first from the available placements list. This 

choice happens on November of the Foundation Year. 

● Non-Portuguese graduates on basic medical training have to perform a language 

test before the National Exam 

2. Planning 

● The Institution responsible for the access is the Ministry of Health + Portuguese 

Medical Association 

● By now, all the basic medical trainee has a place in specialized medical training 

● Portugal doesn’t have a specific structure that helps the foreign basic medical 

training doctors to enter in the specialize medical training in Portugal 

 

IV. Structure of Specialized Medical Training 

1. Structure 

● 1 year of Foundation Training + 4-6 years of specialization 

● Foundation training of one year with 4 mandatory rotations  

● Final exam with a Jury is mandatory to get the speciality diploma 

2. Planning 

● The trainee specialists’ curriculum is made by the Ministry of Health in cooperation 

with the Portuguese Medical Association 

● The trainee specialists’ have to do research during the specialized training 

● The trainee has tutors to guide him during the specialize training 

● The trainee can do mobility in the other country with the agreement between the 

sender and the receiver institution. The trainee is responsible for searching and 

arrange the mobility. 
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3. Financial Aspects 

● Without Tuition Fees 

● The salary can go from 1300€/Month in the foundation year to more than 

3000€/Month after the speciality 

● A speciality trainee has to work Working an average of 42 hours/week and it’s 

mandatory to do extra shifts 

 

V. Acknowledgment of Medical Training in Europe  

● Registration and Recognition of the Basic Medical Training Diploma by the 

Portuguese Medical Association 

● The Portuguese Medical Association is responsible for issuing the Specialist 

Diploma 

● Automatic recognition in the European Union  for the Portuguese specialities 

under the Directive 2005/36/EC 
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CHAPTER 4: The Netherlands 

I. Summary 

1. Chart: 
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2. Summarized Information: 

1. Get a registration in BIG (professions in healthcare) http://www.bigregister.nl/ 

2. Prove your capability of speaking Dutch by doing the state exam level II 

3. Find how to apply for your speciality of choice at the website of the association 

of that speciality 

4. Apply for an AIOS position 

5. Pray to God that you will get accepted 

 

Tip 1: Do the special course for medical Dutch next to the state exam 

Tip 2: Experience as an ANIOS is appreciated for getting to know the Dutch medical 

system 

Tip 3: Contact the head of the speciality of your choice for more information because 

information is hard to find and often only available in Dutch 

 

II. Basic Medical Training 

1. Access 

● Every student who has an average high school grade of 7.9 and below will enter a 

“lottery”. The chance of getting into med school is linked with the different grade 

classes (Grade B to D). The lower your score, the less chance of entering Medicine. 

Students abroad are immediately placed in category C. There are two rounds of 

the lottery. The first decides if you have access to med school and the second 

picks your university from a top 4 you made while entering into the lottery. 

Students in category A (average grade of 8 or more) can enter med school 

automatically and can pick an university. 

 

● Apart from the lottery, there is also a selection procedure called “decentral 

selection”. This selection is different in every university, but most of the time it 

consist of an interview, resume check and different exams you have to take. 

Decentral selection will have a more important role in med school admission next 

year, roughly 80% of the students will be selected via decentral selection.   
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2. Structure 

● Basic Medical Education under the Bologna Process 

○ 6 years (3 Years for Bachelor + 3 Years of Master) 

● Integrated Master Degree. 

○ Bachelor degree after finishing all the classes of the first 3 years. Passing all 

the bachelor education is obligatory to gain access to the master. You can 

change to another master degree related to medical sciences after getting 

the bachelor degree. Sometimes you do need a gap year between the 

bachelor of medicine and a different master. 

● Clinical Internships in the 4th, 5th and 6th year 

● Cost of Education 

○ Tuition fees - €1770 

○ Everyone gets a minimum of social services (EUR 95), the amount will be 

higher according to the salary of your parents and your living situation 

(own room or living with parents) 

III. Access to Specialized Medical Training 

1. Selection 

● Most of the specialization openings are coordinated regionally; the smaller 

specializations are nationally coordinated. 

● The application is similar to a job vacancy, most of the time there are two selection 

rounds every year. 

● There are local interviews at an academic hospital. Grades are not that important. 

The most important is your C.V.: published articles, PhD, honours degree, 

extracurricular activities such as a board term or voluntary work. Competition is 

high because not all graduates get a specialization spot. 

● Foreign students need to prove their Dutch language skills before entering the 

selection rounds. 

2. Planning 

● The institutions responsible for the access are the Ministry of Health and the 

KNMG 

● Not every graduate will be able to specialize; you can enter as many selection 

rounds as you want. 
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IV. Structure of Specialized Medical Training 

1. Structure 

● There are no real foundation years. Internal Medicine and Surgery have their own 

“foundation years”, because every speciality in these fields starts with the same 

education. 

● To get a specialization title, you need to finish all the specialization modules 

successfully and get a BIG registration 

2. Planning 

● The trainee specialists’ curriculum is made by the Ministry of Health in cooperation 

with the Order of Doctors 

● The trainee specialists’ have to do research during the specialized training 

● The trainee has tutors to guide him during the specialize training 

● The trainee can go to another country with an agreement between the sender and 

the receiver institution. The trainee is responsible for searching and arranging the 

study abroad. Sometimes certain modules are only available abroad, in those cases 

the trainee is obligated to do a part of the specialization in a different country. 

3. Financial Aspects 

● Without Tuition Fees 

● The salary can go from 2500€/Month in the foundation year to more than 

5000€/Month after the speciality 

● A speciality trainee has to work an average of 38 hours/week and it’s mandatory to 

do extra shifts 

 

V. Acknowledgment of Medical Training in Europe 

● The Royal Dutch Association for Medical Care (KNMG) 

● The young order of medical specialist ( De Jonge Orde) 

● Automatic recognition in the European Union  for the Dutch specialities under 

the Directive 2005/36/EC 
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CHAPTER 5: TURKEY 

I. Summary 

1. Chart 

Not available. 

 

2. Summarized Information: 

1- Getting the equivalency for your university diploma (after getting your own 

diploma) 

More info at: http://www.yok.gov.tr/en/content/view/74/103/ (EN) 

2- Applying for TUS exam 

Get a candidate account at: https://ais.osym.gov.tr/Anonim/YUNumaraAl.aspx (TR) 

Apply from website to TUS exam: http://www.osym.gov.tr/belge/1-12308/2012-tus-tipta-

uzmanlik-egitimi-giris-sinavi.html (TR) 

3- Take the TUS exam 

More info about TUS: 

http://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C4%B1pta_Uzmanl%C4%B1k_S%C4%B1nav%C4%B1 (TR) 

4-See the Results and Send Your Choices :) 

More info on, Results and choices: http://www.osym.gov.tr/belge/1-12308/2012-tus-

tipta-uzmanlik-egitimi-giris-sinavi.html (TR) 

5- Start your Residency after placed ``Hosgeldiniz´´ :D 

 

II. Basic Medical Training 

1. Access 

● Exam at the National Level 

○ Turkey, during the 4th year of the high school students must take a ranking 

exam for any university and any program of their wish. 

○ The first step is a multiple choice exam in March called YGS consists of 160 

questions, 40 for each Math, Science, Social and Turkish for the entrance to 

higher education. You have to get above 180 points to take the second 

exam, which is fairly easy for someone who wants to study medicine. Peak 

is 500 and people who want to study medicine take minimally 420 points. 
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○ After you pass this test and continue to second step, in second step you 

have 5 exams, mathematics, science, Turkish, social and English. If you want 

to enter medicine you have to take the mathematics and science. You can 

take as much but they won’t help you to enter a med school. A month later 

you get the results out of 575 and roughly 200 comes from first step, 300 

from second step and 75 points from your high school grade. For medicine 

you need to get at least 530 points, which is very difficult to achieve. 

○ After you get your points, you send the preferences` list with as much as 

university and the program you want. Selection is only based on your result 

and ranking. 

 

 2. Structure 

● Basic Medical Education under the Bologna Process 

○ 6 years (3 Years for Bachelor + 3 Years of Master  

● Internship in the 6th Year in all medical faculties  

● Cost of Education 

○ Tuition fees – 500 Euros for English, 250 Euros for Turkish paid by 2 

instalments 

○ If applied “The Foundation for Credits and Dormitories” may pay you credit, 

with or without a refund. 

 

III. Access to Specialized Medical Training 

1. Selection 

● National Exam to the access for the speciality - Multiple choice exam with 240 

questions (120 for Basic Sciences) and (120 for Clinical Sciences) 

● Ranking to access on the Speciality is based on the score of National Exam - the 

one’s with highest score chooses first from the hospital-specialization list. 

● Non-Turkish graduates on basic medical training take the same procedure if their 

diploma equivalency is proven. 

2. Planning 

● The Institution responsible for the access is the Ministry of Health + The Council of 

Higher Education 

● By now, not everyone who takes the exam has a chance for a specialization place, 

but everyone who is placed by central placement has. 
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IV. Structure of Specialized Medical Training 

 

1.  Structure 

Depends but 3 to 5 years. Each specialty has two programs a core program and an 

expanded program, core program is the minimal requirement of skills that a committee 

consists of deans, ministry representatives and medical association`s representatives decide. 

 

2. Planning 

● The trainee specialists’ curriculum is made by the Ministry of Health in cooperation 

with the universities. 

● The trainee specialists’ have to do research and write a thesis during the 

specialized training 

● The trainee has tutors to guide him during the specialize training. 

● The trainee can possibly do a mobility action for a maximum length of one year. 

 

3. Financial Aspects 

● Without Tuition Fees 

● The salary is 1500€/Month + 1500€/month (depending on performance) up to 

3000 Euros as specialist 

● A speciality trainee has to work Working an average of 40 hours/week and it’s 

obligatory to do extra shifts 

 

V. Acknowledgment of Medical Training in Europe  

Not available. 
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COMPARABLE TABLES 

I. BASIC MEDICAL TRAINING 

Country Access procedure (Exam, 
Grades, Other) 

Bachelor + 
Master system 

Integrated Master 
degree (Bachelor + 
Master in 1 package) 

Internship* (number of 

years) 

Mobility 

Belgium Flanders: Exam 
Wallonia: Other 

Yes Yes Yes (1,5 years) Yes 

France Competition at the end of 

first year + exams after 

No No  Yes, 3 years  Yes  

Portugal Exam+Grades Yes Yes Yes (1 Year) Yes 

The Netherlands All bachelor credits 
received 

Yes Yes Yes  (2,5 years) Yes 

Turkey Exam Yes Yes Yes(1 Year) Yes 

 
 
 

Country Tuition fees Extra-tuition fees Social support 

Belgium €600-800 No Yes 

France 187 - 250€ No Yes  

Portugal 950-1000€ No Yes 

The Netherlands €1771 No Yes 

Turkey English: 500 Euros Turkish:250 Euros No Yes 
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II. ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED MEDICAL TRAINING 

Country Procedure 
(exam/interview /other) 

Exam 
(national/regional) 

Selection regional/national 
/both 

Official language test 

Belgium Other - Regional Flanders: No 
Wallonia: Yes 

France Exam National National  No 

Portugal Exam National National Yes 

The Netherlands Interview - Both Yes 

Turkey Exam National National Yes, A Turkish exam for diploma 
equivalency 

 
 

Country Institution responsible for the access 
(hospital/Ministry of Education/Ministry of 
Health/University/other) 

Placement in specialized 
medical training guaranteed 
for every medical student? 

Institution/organization that helps 
medical graduates with the access 

Belgium University No No 

France Ministry of Health and Ministry of Higher 
Education and Research 

Yes  No 

Portugal Ministry of Health + Portuguese Medical 

Association (Ordem dos Médicos) 

Yes No 

The Netherlands Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education No  

Turkey Ministry of Education and The Council of 
Higher Education 

No No 
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III. SPECIALIZED MEDICAL TRAINING STRUCTURE 
 

Country Foundation years (Yes/No) Number of years of specialized training (interval) 

Belgium No 4-6 years 

France No 3 - 5 years  

Portugal Yes (1 Year) 4-6 Years (excluding Foundation year) 

The Netherlands No  2-6 years 

Turkey No 3-5 years 

 

Country Responsible for the trainee specialists’ curriculum Obligatory research work during 
the specialized training 

Tutor Mobility 

Belgium University+ Ministry of Health No No Yes 

France Ministry of Health and Ministry of Higher Education 
and Research  

Yes (Thesis)  No  Yes 

Portugal Ministry of Health + Portuguese Medical Association 

(Ordem dos Médicos) 

Yes Yes Yes 

The Netherlands Ministry of Health and KNMG No Yes Yes 

Turkey University+ The Council of Higher Education Yes Yes Mostly no 

 

Country Tuition fee (amount) Salary (on average) Working hours a 
week 

Obligatory extra 
shifts 

Belgium Flanders: € 64,90 + (number of 
study points x € 4,50);Wallonia: No 

€3250/month (gross) 48 or 60 hours a 
week 

No 

France Yes, 350€ 1300 to 2500€/month  38,5 hours/ week  No  

Portugal No 1400€-5660€/month 35-42 hours/week Yes 

The Netherlands No €2500-5000 /month 38 hours a week Yes 

Turkey No 1100-1300 Euros/month 48 + night shifts Depends on hospital 
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IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Country Institution in charge of issuing 
specialist title 

Do you need to pass an exam 
to receive your specialist title 

When do you get a unrestricted practice license 

as a Doctor? 

Belgium Ministry of Health No After finishing the Specialized Medical Training 

France University (by acreditation by 
Ministry)  

No  After the end of specialized medical training 

Portugal Portuguese Medical Association 

(Ordem dos Médicos) 

Yes After 2 years of Specialized Medical Training (1 

Year of Foundation Residence + 1 Year of 

Specialization). 

The Netherlands Ministry of Health No BIG registration 

Turkey Ministry of Health Yes After you graduate / after you finish the speciality 

 


